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OFFICIAL FULL STATEMENT FROM THE 
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Mitakuyepi, 

We want to thank the Uhre family, long-time local owners, and

property operators here in Rapid City. Their now infamous language

used – known to everyone who hasn't been closed off from social

media or under a rock – is now widely recognized and well

documented. It will likely cement them and their businesses in a

class that only a few specific words can define. Racist, Prejudice,

Bigoted! To hear these words used to explain someone and

someone's actions is probably not new to those who have lived here

in our city of Rapid, in the Paha Sapa, or in Western South Dakota. It

is no secret – we have had a problem with race relations in our state

for a very long time. It started back when non-Indigenous people

showed up, defied boundaries established by supreme laws of the

United States (Treaties), and staked claim to land that was not theirs.

That is the only way to describe the events and is a 100% truthful

retelling of the story from that time!
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We bring this up because fast forward to 2022 – and we have the disturbing occurrences that are

being played out here in our city – right now, before our very eyes. We have a family-run hotel

that - at the time of this writing – has made unapologetic, disturbing, and divisive comments

about Native Americans. In the families' disparaging barrage – they decided that their opinions

on 98% of Native Americans rose to the level that justifies banishment of all Native people from

their business property. (Even the 2% good ones.) As if those derogatory comments weren't bad

enough? And therefore, why we believe a "thank you" is now deserved to the Uhre's – the family-

owned business has allegedly taken their position to a new realm by denying Native American's a

room for rent at their place of accommodation, the Grand Gateway hotel in Rapid City. A direct

violation of provisions established under the Civil Rights Act of 1964.

For their actions: As long-time business owners in Rapid City. As influencers of politics - locally,

regionally, and nationally. As policy persuaders. For their connections to other owners,

influencers, and lawmakers. We want to thank the Uhre's for further demonstrating why it is still

necessary, in 2022, that we have anti-discrimination laws and need to renew and commit to

passing more comprehensive Voting Rights legislation in this country. 

Evaluating this past week's events has been painful for many in our city and state. It has been

even more difficult for our caucus members who reside, work, and raise their families in Rapid

City. Our members love the town and love the land of their Creation story. Some of our members

were born and raised in Rapid City. They embrace a view that holds the community as a place of

eclectically diverse beauty. Most of our members see Rapid City as a centerpiece on how to

showcase youth sports. This community celebrates the athletic capabilities of its young people

like no other place in the country. Our members value the appeal and possibility, Where you can

still meet a stranger and run into an old friend! Our members want Rapid City to be viewed for all

that it can and should be -not by the actions of the sordid few.

We did not particularly enjoy taking time out this past week – trying to determine the best way to

address another racist Rapid City debacle. We thought it was a tremendous disservice to anyone

who had work or plans and had to alter them to consider and respond to this damning event. Our

caucus members are Native American people who are participative members of the community.

We have concerns and positions on matters occurring in our city and state. We serve as leaders

in the Oceti Sakowin Caucus of South Dakota and fulfill this responsibility with a careful approach

and thought. The words and alleged actions of the family-owned Grand Gateway hotel were too

egregious. They stand out as an evident and unwavering conflict with the beliefs and values of

our organization, our members, and Rapid City community members. Sitting idle and not calling

out this injustice would be a lapse in responsive judgment. The event demanded our attention.

The leaders and membership of the Oceti Sakowin Caucus find no resolution in the reality that

there isn't a more significant upheaval of objection or mention of wrongdoing on the part of the

Grand Gateway hotel and its owners. Where are the leaders in our state who stand firmly against

any type of infringement or injustice – whether it is seen or unseen, present or in the possible

future? Where is the denouncement from all those leaders? Be it - Community, organizational,

business, faith-based, or elected? 
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Our caucus leadership has great respect for the right to vote. Our grandfathers and grandmothers,

parents, family members, and some of our members fought to extend that right and protect it. For us,

for you, and all. We respect our elected officials' power and the awesome responsibility that comes

with the distinction. Therefore, we expect our elected office holders to provide reliable, solid

leadership in moments and times like these. We need representation that dares to call out bigotry

where and when it exists. We expect justice when unjust actions get rendered against us. We don't

think we need to remind our governor that Native American people are citizens of this state too; we

live, work, and pay taxes here – and we deserve our elected officials to defend our rights.

For some of our members growing up, we looked to our grandmothers, our mothers, and other life

givers who still guide us from the Star Nation. We use the stories shared by them to help us navigate

in uncertain times. Some are rooted in faith, some rooted in tradition, and others are rooted in what

we can best describe as being decent human beings (a good relative). The lessons taught are too

numerous to name here, but we reflected on those stories this past week. How to employ

compassion, patience, and resolve – in what we have assessed as a situation void of all? We accept

that not all will see things the way the other does – and one glaring lesson we have reluctantly

acknowledged is that we don't have to like each other, and we don't always have to agree. But what

we shouldn't do, what we can't accept as a norm, and for the possibility and stability of our co-

existence – we cannot afford to be absent of basic manners and respect. The humanity in how we

treat each other ought to be the line in the sand for all of us.

Therefore, we respectfully submit that what occurred in social media and further through the Grand

Gateway hotel and its owners’ statements last week was nothing less than clear and defined racism.

The words that fueled the subsequent alleged violation of Civil Rights – were not exemplary of any

personal values, belief system, tradition, or teaching that we know to exist. As the leaders of the Oceti

Sakowin Caucus, on behalf of our members, we denounce the words, the banishment of Native

Americans, and the alleged actions of the Grand Gateway hotel owners carrying out that ban. There

is no room for this type of determined racism anywhere in our society. We are encouraged by those

who have joined in calling out these reprehensible actions. We are deeply concerned that there isn’t

a greater level of objection to the racist comments and events – particularly from our governor,

friends across the political divide, and elected community and organizational leaders. Finally, we

proudly stand behind our Sovereign, Tribal Nation Chairs, Presidents, and leadership of the Great

Sioux Nation who acted on Saturday, March 26th in Rapid City and rallied our community peacefully

to directly confront this demagoguery. We look forward to more leadership that is willing to call what

the actions of the Grand Gateway hotel and owners is: pure and simple racism! 

  

Racism may have defined moments in our past. It may have robbed some of their childhoods,

haunted others in their adulthood, or plagued us yesterday – it doesn't have to define us tomorrow. 

To all who read this - If we don't let it – Racism does not have to define us tomorrow! – Oceti Sakowin

Caucus

Respectfully,

The Leadership, Members, and Coordinator of the Oceti Sakowin Caucus
Caucus Chair - Rep. Peri Pourier – District 27
Caucus Vice Chair – Kellen Returns From Scout
Caucus Director - Cante Heart
Caucus Membership and community supporters.
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THE OČETI ŠAKÓWIN CAUCUS
Anpetu Waste! Welcome Relatives!

Our caucus is Chaired by Rep. Peri Pourier (Oglala) and Kellen Returns From Scout
(Hunkpapa/Oglala)  as Vice-Chair. The caucus consists of members representing all

tribes of South Dakota. Membership is open to any individual who is a citizen or a
descendant of an American Indian, Alaska Native or Hawaiian tribe, nation or

community, or those who support all purposes of the caucus.
Our main objective is to encourage new voter participation in our tribal communities.

And we work to recruit, support, and ultimately elect - Native American Democrats
running for public office.

TOUR

OČÉTI ŠAKÓWIŊ

  USD POWWOW - VERMILLION

BHSU POWWOW - SPEARFISH 

SDSU POWWOW - BROOKINGS

TBA

OČÉTI ŠAKÓWIŊ VOTES 
TOUR DATES  

APRIL 2ND

APRIL 9

APRIL 9-10

MORE DATES

Paid for by the South Dakota Democratic Party
Please join us!

Volunteers needed!
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Upcoming SDDP Trainings!
We have a new platform to sign up for events and trainings! You can find them at

mobilize.us/sddp

SIGN UP

Our very own Vice-Chair, Kellen will be
accepting the McGovern Day award for his

tireless efforts in spreading the importance of
being engaged in politics. We commend our
relative and we are so proud! This award is

very much deserved! Please join us at
McGovern Day to support Kellen.

http://mobilize.us/sddp
http://mobilize.us/sddp


MARCH SPOTLIGHT
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I am a member of the Lower Brule Sioux Tribe -Kul Wicasa
Oyate. I am a lay reader in my church and have been

involved in golf and immersed myself in my school’s music
and arts programs. I have participated in theater, one-act

plays, band, jazz band, choir, show choir, and all-state choir.
I received numerous superior actor awards and was

elected to the Student Council as President of my Junior
Class. In 2021 I applied to be a Legislative Page not only to
learn about our states government and its processes, but

to start to familiarize myself with the local political
community in South Dakota. As a young Indigenous

person, it is especially important to pay attention to politics
in our state because we are the generation that will shape
the future. I believe that although my generation has not

yet come of age, we can begin to pay attention and engage  
the issues now. 

Sequoia Altamirano

My mother has been a community leader most of my life. Some of my earliest memories consist of
coloring at the end of a Board Room table. Her passion for Advocacy has shaped me into the person I

am today. Like her, I want to be an advocate for our nation’s indigenous people and advocate for
diversity and inclusion in all communities. What began as an eager curiosity into the South Dakota

Legislative Page “experience” has grown into a passion for Politics.
With these goals in mind, this upcoming fall I will be joining the University of Minnesota’s political

science program with the aim of continuing on to law school to become a lawyer and politician.

Sequoia Altamirano
Lakota/Hidatsa/Mexican
Legislative Page ’21 & '22



We appreciate your
continued support!  

Please consider
donating to the 

Oceti Sakowin Caucus,
to help our efforts. 

Pilamayaye!
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CANTE HEART

SDDP Native Outreach Director
cante@sddp.org

REP. PERI POURIER

Očéti Šakówiŋ Caucus Chair
(605) 877-1238

KELLEN RETURNS FROM SCOUT

Očéti Šakówiŋ Caucus Vice Chair
(605) 431-9893

secure.actblue.com/donate/ocetisakowin

2022
SOUTH DAKOTA 

ELECTION DATES
 

APRIL 22, 2022
ABSENTEE VOTING BEGINS 

 
MAY 23, 2022

VOTER REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE 

 
JUNE 7, 2022

PRIMARY ELECTION 

SEPTEMBER 23, 2022 ABSENTEE
VOTING BEGINS

 
OCTOBER 24, 2022

VOTER REGISTRATION DEADLINE
 

NOVEMBER 8, 2022
GENERAL ELECTION 

Are you registered to vote 
in South Dakota?

Be a United States citizen 
Reside in South Dakota 

Be at least 18 years old on or before the
next election
Not currently serving a sentence for a
felony conviction which included
imprisonment, served or suspended, in
an adult penitentiary system
Not be judged mentally incompetent by a
court of law

To register to vote in South Dakota, you must:
 

(residency defined)

sdsos.gov
SD Secretary of State Website:

vip.sdsos.gov/VIPLogin.aspx
Voter Information Portal:

https://secure.actblue.com/donate/ocetisakowin
https://sdsos.gov/elections-voting/voting/register-to-vote/residency-qualification.aspx
http://sdsos.gov/
http://sdsos.gov/

